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" SO BEAUTIFUL ! " — After Scheurenberg. 



to the blandishments of his spouse ; the countenance 
of the queen, pretending love for the king and calcu- 
lating the effect of every kiss, while her eyes shoot 
glances of mingled hate and triumph at the abbe, are 
all faithfully rendered, and mark the picture as a pro- 
found study of character as well as a masterpiece of 
historical painting. 



SO BEAUTIFUL/" 



The charming interior from the pencil of Scheur- 
enberg, which we reproduce, scarcely needs either en- 
comium or comment. The picture so perfectly fulfills 



the first great duty of a picture, by telling its own story 
in the clearest possible manner and with the nicest 
attention to detail, that anything like explanation be- 
comes almost a work of supererogation. 

The two beauties have evidently ensconced them- 
selves in the boudoir for a quiet morning of real en- 
joyment free from the annoyance of callers — not in- 
frequently a synonym for bores — and everything else 
which might interrupt the favorite author to whom they 
have devoted the time. Mark the rapt attention in the 
two faces, the needle arrested in mid-air, the "glitter- 
ing forfex " and the neglected rose which have slipped 
unnoticed to the floor, and the other signs which show 



a passage of unwonted and all unexpected beauty has 
been reached. The very cat seems to have been per- 
meated by some subtle magnetism evolved from the 
excitement of the. fair reader on whose lap she rests, 
and to have roused herself to action to swell the 
author's triumph. 

It were worth while being an author to have so 
moved so fair and so appreciative an audience ; but, 
alas ! it is a story of long ago. Who can tell where 
such audiences — perhaps where such authors — can 
now be found? But the clock shows the hour for 
lunch approaching — maybe the author's hold on his 
auditors is shorter than we have imagined. 



